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Message from the President

Dear Summit Waller Community Association Members,

It has been a pleasure to represent you in dealing with issues surrounding the quality of life in our
beloved community.

Over the past year, we have continued to inform the public about the rural separator, maintained
our strong ties with the Puyallup and Franklin Pierce School districts, kept watch over our local
parks, participated in discussions with local officials regarding the future of our area, and pub-
lished a major study of the rural separator for future generations.

Our main focus is on the rural separator, and among other activities we have released a detailed
study and met with public officials to facilitate understanding.

You can find a copy of that particular study on our website at summitwaller.org , where you can
also find copies of our newsletters, calendar, and upcoming events.

We are committed to reaching out to public officials, community leaders, membership, and resi-
dents of the area. Our annual meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 28, and we are looking
forward to seeing you there.

This year we will be keeping the meeting moving along and on time, with fewer speakers and
more time for questions/answers from the membership.

It is our goal to represent the interests of the residents of the Summit-Waller Community, and to
be your voice and advocate both locally and beyond.

We look forward to serving you in the coming year. If you have any questions or comments at all,
please e-mail us at summitwaller@gmail.com or come by and visit us during our monthly board
meeting, the first Tuesday of every month at the Mid-County Community Center.

Thank you for your support. We are here to work for you.

Michael Steele, SWCA President

Guest Speakers
Include:

Reasons to attend the
Annual
Meeting

Joyce McDonald—Pierce County Council

Q & A on $40,000 Pierce
County study of our com-
munity

Q & A on $10,000 SWCA
study of our community

Willie Painter—Franklin Pierce Schools
Donn Brunson—Neighborhood Watch Captain
Administrator—Puyallup School Board

Plus speakers with community updates
Crime in our community

update Open mic question and answer period

Your chance to hear what’s going on
in the Summit-Waller Community

FPSD Vision 2030

Renewed your dues yet?

Your membership dues have been working overtime this last year. Please renew
your membership this year so that dues monies can continue to fulfill our mis-
sion goals in the current year-2011. See the membership form included in this
newsletter. Thanks!

Community Association Dues are $20 per household per year. Pay at the annual
meeting or send your dues to:

SWCA

PMB 281

10611 Canyon Rd E
Puyallup, WA 98373-4256

Summit-Waller in the spotlight as Pierce County
completes a $40.,000 study of our community

The 2010 Rural Separator Studies

2010 was a challenging year for the Summit-Waller community Association.
The Pierce County Council launched a $40,000 study of the Rural Separator
which forced our Association to conduct a similar study. The result of the vari-
ous studies demonstrates that the Rural Separator is an appropriate and cost-
effective zoning designation. This newsletter will summarize the findings of the
various studies which may be reviewed in greater detail at our website sum-
mitwaller.org.

It is uncertain why the Pierce County Council began a $40,000 study of the Ru-
ral Separator in the first place. The City of Tacoma had already conducted a fea-
sibility study in 1992 which concluded that the costs to provide urban services
to the area would be high and the tax revenues would be low. Perhaps the
Pierce County Council simply wanted a second opinion. One thing is certain:
the 2010 Rural Separator studies will be used for many years to support and
confirm the importance and cost-effectiveness of the Rural Separator.

In summary, Pierce County’s $40,000 study determined that the Rural Separa-
tor does not place significant costs upon the Pierce County taxpayer. Many ar-
eas within Pierce county are far more costly to operate and much less cost effi-
cient. It would actually cost the public taxpayer more to attempt to urbanize the
Rural Separator area than to maintain it as a low density rural separator be-
tween the cities of Tacoma and Puyallup. The full text of Pierce County’s Berk &
Associates report may be reviewed at summitwaller.org.

It must be noted that your Community Association was forced to spend nearly
all of its membership dues to participate in the Rural Separator study. What
was not covered by membership dues was paid by private donations from indi-
vidual members of our community. As a result, the Summit-Waller Community
Association obtained the following reports which present a wealth of informa-
tion regarding the Rural Separator. Interestingly, the reports obtained by both
the Summit-Waller Community Association and Pierce County demonstrate the
cost-effectiveness of the Rural Separator.

Summary of our community’s reports and documents:

1) The Summit-Waller Community Association hired Mr. Tom Ballard, who
served as “Pierce County Engineer” for 15 years. The report prepared by
Tom Ballard & Associates provides a review of the costs and efficiencies of
the Rural Separator related to public and private infrastructure, including
roads, sewers, water utilities, and storm water facilities. Our Ballard & Asso-
ciates report may now be reviewed at our website summitwaller.org.

2) The Summit-Waller Community Association was proud to have the assis-
tance of Allen Zulauf, retired soil scientist and author of Pierce County’s offi-
cial Soil Survey. The declaration of Mr. Zulauf provides an informative re-
view of the soil and water conditions of the Rural Separator, and how these
conditions limit the area’s development potential. Mr. Zulauf’s declaration
will soon be published at summitwaller.org.

The Association also obtained the statement of Mr. Jack Andren, retired Fire
Chief, Central Pierce Fire and Rescue. Mr. Andren’s statement reviews the
Rural Separator relative to fire and emergency services provided by Central
Pierce Fire and Rescue. According to Mr. Andren, the Rural Separator is
“not an economic or other burden to Central Pierce Fire and Rescue.” Mr.
Andren’s declaration will soon be published at our work—in-progress web-
site summitwaller.org.

4) The Association also obtained a letter from Darryl Scott, Summit Water and
Supply Company. According to Mr. Scott, our community’s water mains
were installed in accordance with Rural Separator densities and would cost
millions of dollars to replace to allow urban density development. Mr.
Scott’s declaration will soon be published at summitwaller.org.

5) The Associations website will soon be updated to also present the affidavit
from Larry Volland, past president of the Mid- County Land Use Advisory
Commission. Mr. Volland’s affidavit provides a comprehensive review of
the accomplishments of the Rural Separator community during the past
100 years.

The Summit-Waller Community Association is continuing its effort to provide
public outreach and education regarding our Rural Separator community. Our
Association will keep you apprised of our efforts in this regard.

Finally, the Board Members of the Summit-Waller Community Association
would like to thank everyone for their membership dues and contributions in
2010 which helped defend our community and made our comprehensive Rural
Separator Study [The Ballard Study] possible.

OH! BY THE WAY....The Summit-Waller Community Association
Board of Directors Meetings are held the first Tuesday of each month
at the Mid-County Community Center, 10205 44th Avenue East, (off

104th Street East behind Central Avenue Elementary School), 7—9
pm. Members and the general public are always welcome to attend.

Walter Ball —Past President of SWCA

Our community suffered a significant loss last December
with the passing of Walter Ball on December 30, 2010 at
the age of 78.

Walter was one of the founders of the Summit-Waller Com-
munity Association in 1993, and served as our very first
President (1993-94). He was a true guiding light in the ini-
tial first few years of our association. Everyone who knew Walt enjoyed his
leadership skills, community vision, compassion, his heart to serve, and his
quirky sense of humor. Our thoughts and prayers continue to go to Carol, his
wife of 47 years, and the family.
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Pierce County 2011 Qutstanding Adult Award

The Summit-Waller Community Association is pleased to announce that cur-
rent board Vice-President, Larry Volland, was awarded one of the Pierce
County’s 2011 Outstanding Adult Awards on March 19, 2011, at the Pierce
County Volunteer Recognition Brunch. Larry was nominated by the Pierce
County Parks & Recreation Department for his volunteer contributions over
the years in leading clean-up and maintenance efforts at the 160 acres open-
space Orangegate Park located in the Summit-Waller community. Larry has
spearheaded the efforts to create a safe, clean, and desirable regional park
property for all to enjoy. Congratulations!
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SWCA and Franklin Pierce School

The Summit-Waller Community Association is currently involved in two Frank-
lin Pierce School District projects:

The Farm — 96th & Waller Road — 10 acres
Franklin Pierce School District Vision 2030

The farm project is in the second year of effort. Progress so far has been the re-
juvenation of the farm orchard, and replacement of diseased trees. Raised beds
for growing row crops have been built. The SWCA has donated money for 14
new fruit trees, five truck loads of horse compost, one truck load of cranberry
hulls, two 30 yard loads of special soil mixes, potatoes and one 55 gallon drum
of Macrocystis kelp concentrate. A $497.00 Tacoma Garden Club grant has also
helped. SWCA member Dave Elske has volunteered, under the WSU Master
Gardeners internship program to assist FPSD students with crop planting and
maintenance. The harvested crops will benefit school lunch programs.

2) SWCA members Jim Akers and Larry Volland have attended several FPSD
Vision 2030 community meetings in regards to future FPSD Bond and Tech-
nology Levies as impacted by district needs, rapid advancements in all fields
of technology, and curriculum advancements and reforms. Full information
on this will be available at the annual meeting.

MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK!

Join us for the Adopt-A-Road Waller Road Cleanup
Saturday, May 21st at 9:00 am
Meet at 9925 Waller Road

If you are unable to help at that time, contact John at (253)209-1785
and he will gladly drop off litter bags at your home so that you can
clean at your leisure

Warning!

Kids are putting Drano, tin foil, and a little water in soda bottles and capping it
up—leaving it on lawns. When you go to pick up the trash, and the bottle is
shaken just a little—in about 30 seconds or less it builds up a gas and explodes
with enough force to remove extremities. The liquid that comes out is boiling
hot as well.

Don’t pick up any plastic bottles that may be lying in your yards or in the gutter,
etc. Pay attention to this. A plastic bottle with a cap, a little Drano, a little wa-
ter, a small piece of foil. Disturb it and BOOM! No fingers left and other serious
effects to your face, eyes, etc.

People are finding these “bombs” in mailboxes and in their yards. Be very care-
ful if you find something looking like this.

Fact check at SNOPES www.snopes.com/crime/warnings/bottlebomb.asp

Summit Waller Community Association Mission Statement

To promote quality of life, neighborhoods, and enjoyment of property for
individuals in the Summit-Waller Community.

Questions or comments? E-mail us at
summitwaller@gmail.com or visit our webpage at

www.summitwaller.org.




